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Lydia and Diane were matched in 2016 to work on 
achieving Lydia’s goal of improving her literacy. Her 
goals have now expanded. Lydia says, “When I thought 
about conti nuing my educati on, I thought I would only 
be able to study a couple of potenti al job careers due 
to my reading challenges. I did not have confi dence 
in my abiliti es. Working with Diane has helped me 
realize, now, anything is possible.”

Lydia & Diane

Tulasi is now a United States citi zen thanks to hard 
work and help from her tutor, Lorelle. Tulasi’s literacy 
goals conti nue to evolve with each obstacle she 
overcomes. Next on the list: getti  ng her driver’s license 
and starti ng a job when her son starts school. Lorelle is 
going to empower her every step of the way.

Tulasi & Lorelle

In additi on to free one-on-one tutoring, we off ered a free monthly English Conversati on Workshop for our English as a 
Second Language (ESL) students. Through this workshop, our ESL students practi ce listening and speaking in English in an 
informal setti  ng. 

R.E.A.D.’s mission is to provide Northwest Ott awa County adults with an opportunity to improve and transform their lives 
by strengthening their reading and language skills.

“R.E.A.D. is a program 
that transforms lives.”

-Holly Johnson
President of Grand Haven Area Community Foundation

“Every resettled person says that 
language is his or her biggest 
challenge in the resettlement 

process. R.E.A.D. tutors have been 
crucial in helping their students with 

those challenges.”
-Janis Burkhardt

NW Ottawa Liaison for the Refugee Community

This year R.E.A.D was able 
to support 40 student/tutor 
pairs work towards and 
obtain their literacy goals.

       Goals include:
• Improve basic literacy skills
• Improve English language skills
• Improve ability to read to children/

grandchildren

• Gain fi nancial independence
• Obtain a driver’s license
• Obtain U. S. Citi zenship
• Achieve educati on beyond High 

School

Strong adult literacy and educati on programs bring a powerful return on investment by improving the lives of the adult 
learners, the lives of their families, and the economic development in the Tri-Citi es area. 
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 Thank you to all our volunteers, donors and staff . Through their dedication of  adult literacy we can support our 
student/tutor pairs and continue to grow our program. We would also like to thank our community partners; the Loutit and 
Spring Lake District Libraries and Zeeland/Holland Adult Education for providing space and shared resources that make 
our mission a reality. You can help us keep our free adult literacy services available to our community by volunteering as a 
tutor or making a donation!
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