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Suk Maya lived with her family in a camp in Nepal 
for 18 years. She immigrated to the United States as 
a refugee in 2009. Suk Maya never attended school 
in Nepal and was not literate in her own language 
when she arrived in West Michigan. Through hard 
work, English as a Second Language (ESL) classes and 
tutoring through the R.E.A.D. program; Suk Maya has 
learned to read, write and speak English. 

Suk Maya & Eunice

To help her expand her English literacy skills, Suk Maya 
has been working with her R.E.A.D. tutor, Eunice, since 
2012. Suk Maya applied to become a United States 
citizen in 2016 and began the intense studying process 
for the test. In addition to being able to read and write 
sentences in English, she had to learn the answers to 
one hundred questions about United States history, 
government and geography. Through her perseverance 
and the help of her ESL class, her R.E.A.D. tutor, family 
and friends; she passed the U.S. Citizenship test in 
Detroit on March 15, 2017!

R.E.A.D.’s mission is to provide Northwest Ottawa County adults with an opportunity to improve and transform their lives 
by strengthening their reading and language skills.

“I am very happy to be part of  the R.E.A.D. 
program for many reasons. The most 
important thing for me is knowing a wonderful 
tutor and also knowing the other people I have 
met inside of  R.E.A.D. My tutor has helped 
me in many ways including understanding 
and learning English and also improving my 
pronunciation!”  -Frederica

R.E.A.D. Student

• Improve basic literacy skills
• Improve English language skills
• Improve ability to read to children/

grandchildren
• Obtain employment or better 

employment
• Obtain a driver’s license
• Obtain United States citizenship
• Achieve education beyond high school

When you teach an adult to read, you change a life 
and strengthen the community. R.E.A.D. provided 
hope and access to free one-on-one literacy tutoring 
for 57 students in Northwest Ottawa County in 2017. 
R.E.A.D. trained 16 new tutors to help adult learners 
reach their literacy goals.

“What I have gained from the R.E.A.D. 
program is the ability to improve my 
vocabulary and my reading skills that I 
use on a day to day basis.”  ” -Matt

R.E.A.D. Student

Student testimonials:
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Donald and Cynthia Anderson
Jo Ellen Anderson
Marietta Bigelow
Nate and Stephanie Buchanan
David and Joyce Cawthon
John and Joanne Clickner
Tom and Joan Craig
Brian and Michele Dexter
Jeanne Farrer
Mark and Debra Feyen
Ken and Jan Formsma
Stan and Nancy Fortuna
Gerald and Linda Gibbs
Robert and Barbara Goudie
Don and Jan Hasselbring

Rena Hemlock
Neil and Jennifer Jacobs
Robert and Mary Jensen
Bari Johnson
Tim and Robyn Johnson
Dorothy Klintworth
Paul and Lori Koons
John and Barb Larson
Barry and James Loeks
Mike and Wendy Lonergan
Steve and Susan Lowe
John and Holly Martin
Paul and Valerie Martin
Paula McDowell
Alexa McGuiness

Paul and Winnie McNergney
Sherry Mitchell and Rich Vissar
Dr. John and Katherine Nash
Frank and Kathy Natschke
Gary and Pat Papke
Art and Fern Emma Pruiksma
Ann Purvis 
Bruce and Pam Quada
Dr. Bruce and Marilyn Reichardt
Carol Rickey
Dr. Gary and Pennie Robertson
Karl and Barbara Rowe
Robert and Bobbi Jo Sabine
Dr. David and Dottie Seibold
Kim Senior

Dr. Brian and Marisol Stork
Christopher Simoni and Julia Wentz
Arlene Smithouser
William and Millicent Smits, Jr.
Robert and Jen Snyderman
Ruth Suchecki
Betty Sweet
Peter and Judith Theune
Jon and Sue Thompson
Sheridan and Pamela Tongue
Connie Widdis
Carol Wilhelm
Kyle and Amy Williams
Robert and Rosemary Zitta
Anonymous

Individuals

Axemen M/C 2
City of  Grand Haven “Casual for a Cause”
Grand Haven Area Community Foundation
       JSJ Foundation Fund
      Zenko Family Field of  Interest Fund
Spread the Music Foundation
Women’s Club of  Grand Haven

Service Groups

The Bookman
Patricia’s Chocolates
West Michigan Molding

Businesses

Neil and Jennifer Jacobs
Paul and Valerie Martin

Endowment

Robert Smithouser
Shirley Yonker

Memorial Gifts

D&W Fresh Market
Brian Dexter
Grand Haven Tribune
Grand River Sailing Club
J-Dub’s Market and Wine Shop
Loren Johnson
Meijer
Sherry Mitchell

In Kind Contributions
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	 We	are	making	a	difference!		With the strong support of our donors and the tireless work of our  
fantastic tutors, R.E.A.D. is changing lives. Improvement in students’ reading and communication skills are 
leading to better jobs, better relationships and better community members.
 We would like to thank our community partners - the Loutit and Spring Lake District Libraries and 
Zeeland/Holland Adult Education - for providing space and shared resources that make our mission a reality. 
You can help us keep our free adult literacy services available to our community by volunteering as a tutor or 
making a generous donation.

Paul Martin
President

Thank you to all the generous donors that support free one-on-one tutoring for adults who struggle with 
literacy in our community!

Thank you!


